
Table A-23.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,
by detailed field and mechanism of support: 1997
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Trainee- Research Teaching Other types
Field Total Fellowships ships assistant- assistant- of support

ships ships

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 326,842 28,890 14,479 88,045 65,199 130,229

............Total, science and engineering fields 280,612 26,456 9,667 83,207 62,052 99,230

.............................................Sciences, total 215,018 20,700 8,803 56,333 51,900 77,282

..............................Physical sciences, total 26,892 2,197 531 11,321 10,819 2,024
................................................Astronomy 768 143 17 355 215 38

.................................................Chemistry 16,019 1,168 371 6,464 6,962 1,054
.....................................................Physics 9,923 875 143 4,442 3,619 844

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 182 11 0 60 23 88

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,550 820 92 4,275 2,643 2,720
..............................Atmospheric sciences 966 55 4 630 117 160

............................................Geosciences 5,432 479 43 1,928 1,952 1,030
.........................................Oceanography 1,971 172 18 1,144 222 415

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,181 114 27 573 352 1,115

...............................Mathematical sciences 12,153 1,198 179 1,407 6,700 2,669

....................................Computer sciences 18,320 942 224 4,035 3,639 9,480

..................................Agricultural sciences 9,110 470 129 5,088 961 2,462

...........................Biological sciences, total  46,998 5,481 5,052 18,648 9,088 8,729
...................................................Anatomy 1,033 175 121 391 121 225

............................................Biochemistry 4,805 659 536 2,685 554 371
.....................................................Biology 10,299 1,025 484 2,643 3,954 2,193

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 2,005 195 274 483 117 936
................................................Biophysics 728 139 143 301 47 98

......................................................Botany 2,051 161 45 1,026 600 219
..............................................Cell biology 3,663 541 904 1,576 408 234

....................................................Ecology 1,200 158 36 378 438 190
..........................Entomology/parasitology 995 56 11 646 156 126

...................................................Genetics 1,666 174 304 794 97 297
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,416 575 665 2,117 541 518

....................................................Nutrition 3,289 197 123 1,275 454 1,240
.................................................Pathology 1,420 247 127 524 55 467

..........................................Pharmacology 2,446 435 535 1,112 143 221
................................................Physiology 2,103 240 320 687 209 647

....................................................Zoology 1,520 126 49 417 787 141
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 3,359 378 375 1,593 407 606

................................................Psychology 35,522 2,107 1,063 4,839 6,148 21,365

.................................Social sciences, total 55,473 7,485 1,533 6,720 11,902 27,833
.............................Agricultural economics 1,718 121 22 903 185 487

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,797 1,229 97 470 1,307 2,694
...............Economics (except agricultural) 8,792 1,403 228 966 2,637 3,558

...............................................Geography 2,967 183 29 637 1,017 1,101
................................................Linguistics 2,360 368 37 203 679 1,073

.......................................Political science 17,053 2,425 730 1,380 2,797 9,721
.................................................Sociology 6,727 877 237 858 2,129 2,626

............................Sociology/anthropology 666 21 0 130 156 359
..............................Social sciences, other 9,393 858 153 1,173 995 6,214

.........................................Engineering, total 65,594 5,756 864 26,874 10,152 21,948
..............................Aerospace engineering 2,529 251 17 1,225 280 756
.............................Agricultural engineering 748 85 6 429 61 167
.............................Biomedical engineering 2,462 422 149 923 178 790

................................Chemical engineering 5,784 831 94 2,969 922 968
........................................Civil engineering 11,259 849 180 3,971 1,763 4,496

................................Electrical engineering 18,926 1,390 122 7,486 3,345 6,583
..................................Engineering science 1,018 131 7 463 141 276

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 5,071 239 17 1,264 773 2,778
.............................Mechanical engineering 10,432 835 215 4,355 1,903 3,124

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,661 303 33 2,376 370 579
...................................Nuclear engineering 708 118 17 392 64 117

.....................................Engineering, other 2,996 302 7 1,021 352 1,314

.........................................Total, health fields 46,230 2,434 4,812 4,838 3,147 30,999
................................................Clinical fields 2,732 218 368 462 64 1,620

...........................................Dental sciences 1,235 114 92 50 189 790
........................................................Nursing 9,029 364 2,392 413 411 5,449

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,238 208 56 809 730 435
.......Preventive medicine/community health 5,634 387 483 692 161 3,911

........................Speech pathology/audiology 9,907 342 523 813 792 7,437
.....................................Veterinary sciences 985 44 44 364 128 405

........................................Other health fields 14,470 757 854 1,235 672 10,952

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


